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J
AZZLEGENDDukeEllington, who’s creditedwithmany
interesting quotes on jazz, blues and music critics is
believed tohaveonce said: “There are twokinds ofmusic.
Good music and the other kind.” But
what’s good and what’s the other kind

is entirelyamatterof individual taste.Mentioning
Ellington’s quote, a recent article inUncutmag-
azine said perhaps The Beatles are one those
rare bands on whom there is a consensus.
Everybody thinksTheBeatlesmadegreatmusic.
Come to think of it,when I used toblastmusic

as a teenager living with my parents, the only
band that theydidn’t object towereTheBeatles.
Indeed, my mother, who turned 80 this year,
once confessed tome back in the 1970s that she
foundPaulMcCartney (as he looked on the cov-
ers ofmany of the band’s LPs) “cute”. I remem-
ber trying to get her to check out Mick Jagger,
my then favourite rockstar but the response
wasn’t encouraging.
It’s not easy to find people who like all the

music that you like. I get quite a few responses
to this column that border on the hostile. I’ve
had one or two readers who have even said I
write about “noise” andnot “music”. But then,
I’m sure even Ellington would have agreed
that oneman’s noise can be another’smelody.
It may be rare to come across people whose

tastes in music mirror yours but just think of it
in another way: how boring would it be if you
constantly encountered people whose playlists
are exactly like yours? That’s one reason why I
like to experiment with other people’s music
selections. It’s one of the best ways of discover-
ingnewmusic. ImentionedUncut, theUKmusic
magazine at the beginning of this column.With
each month's issue, Uncut gives out a compli-
mentary CD of compiled music, which is like a
treasure trove if you’re into discovering new
bands.
Very often Uncut’s free CD is related to the

magazine’s theme.Songs that inspired theRolling
Stones could be one; a famous musician’s picks
could be another. Usually, the music on the CD has something to
dowith the cover story of themagazine. Thismonth,whichmarked
the 150th issue of the magazine, Uncut has a feature on the maga-
zine’s list of the 150 best albums of the decade. And the accompa-
nyingCDhas 15 tracks fromUncut’s 150 albums of the year. Fifteen
tracks from150albumscan’t be representative, unlessUncutdecides
to have sequels with forthcoming issues, but what struck me was
how the CD helpedme discovermusic that had slipped byme over
the past several years.

I’d never heard the band Lift To Experience
so the track from their album The Texas-
Jerusalem Crossroads was a real surprise. I
learnt that the band are a trio (not surewhether
they’re still around) from Texas. Their music
reminded me a bit of singer-songwriter Jeff
Buckley, who died from drowning when he was
just 30. Lift To Experience’s song Just As Was
Told remindedme of Buckley’s dark, emotional
and bittersweet album, Grace, which came out
in 1994.
TheUncut CDhad a song fromRyanAdams’

Heartbreaker album (2000),whichwas not bad.
I’mnogreat fan of the prolificAdamswho seems
to churn out albumsat a frenetic pace. But there
were tracks that really made the grade, such as
OkkervilRiver’s excellentOurLife IsNotAMovie
Or Maybe from 2007’s The Stage Names; The
Felice Brothers’ Don’t Wake The Scarecrow
fromtheir eponymous albumthat cameout last
year; The Hold Steady’s brilliant First Night
off their 2006albumBoysAndGirls InAmerica;
and Drive-By Truckers’ lovely jam-heavy
LookoutMountain fromTheDirtySouth (2004).
As well as these, there were tracks from oth-

ers – bands such as Wilco, Calexico and the
WillardGrantConspiracy and singer-songwrit-
ers like Richard Thompson and Robert Wyatt.
The last two I’d not really heardmuch – a track
here and there.Thompson, aBritish singer-song-
writer, is a formermember of the legendary folk-
rock band, Fairport Convention, and has a body
of music that spans nearly five decades. And
Wyatt, a foundermember of the influential Soft
Machine, is also British and one of the pioneers
of progressive and fusion genres in rock.
Thompson is 60 andWyatt 64 (and confined to
a wheelchair); both are still active, recording
and releasing new music. I have Wyatt’s

Comicopera, released in 2007, which demonstrates that you don't
have to be a spring chicken to be hip and edgy.
It’s not often that you get a playlist that’s so engaging that you’d

be hard put trying to re-organise it. Uncut’s free CD this time is
like that. And on the blog version of DownloadCentral, I’ve put the
links to some of these tracks just so that you can try them out for
yourself.

To give feedback, stream or download the music mentioned in this column, go to
http://blogs.hindustantimes.com/download-central/

YEARS OF WORK
British singer-songwriter Richard Thompson’s work spans almost five decades
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INNOVATIVE
Robert Wyatt (top), a pioneer in progressive
and fusion rock; Uncut magazine (below)
with its 150 best albums of the decade list


