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ATTEND

Fragility’, an art show which
promises to be an ‘experience
for the viewers’, has brought

leading artists from all over the
country to showcase their work
that explore the effects of globalisa-
tion. It considers the fragility of
breakable, psychical, physical and
material points of pressure and not
the power of economic growth and
consumerism. It focuses on Political
India in an increasingly interdepen-
dent world. Curator Rakhee Balram
has put together this exhibition that
captures the spirit of the show’s
location using building material
from Gurgaon which also highlights
the transition of the art world. 

On till Feb 10, Art Alive Gallery, 120,
Sector 44, Gurgaon, 0124-4932000

WATCH

LISTEN

T his Friday get ready for an
eclectic mix of live perform-
ances from groups working

across contemporary dance, sound,
fashion and gaming. Khojlive 12,
presented by the Khoj International
Artists’ Association, will feature
performances, among others, from
artist Subodh Gupta, whose show
‘Spirit Eaters’ talks about kan-
thababas or paid-eaters of Bihar,
while artist Pushpamala N and poet
Mamta Sagar explore freedom and
captivity through the work of the
first Kannada woman writer. 
Jan 27, Blue Frog, The Kila, Seven
Style Mile, Mehrauli, 41552945

Discover spirit eaters

■ Motherland by Pushpmala N and
Mamta Sagar at Khojlive 12

■ Fragility looks at Political India

Award-winning artist Hemi
Bawa is out with her latest
show, a composition of 30 art

works — sculpture and mixed
media. Bawa’s art is considered a
reflection of her personality —
‘mysterious and quiet’ as some crit-
ics call her. Her emphasis is on the
celebration of colour and form. The
artist also loves to work with glass,
given its flexibility. Bawa was 

conferred the Padma Shri in 2009
for her contribution to various
spheres of art. The new show titled
‘Hemi Bawa 2012’ is presented by
Artspeaks India, and is a collateral
event of India Art Fair 2012 that
starts this Wednesday. On till
January 28, The Atrium, DLF
Emporio, Vasant Kunj. Call 40569595

Commemorating the golden jubilee of
the Indian Economic Service, the
ministry of finance has gone beyond
the humdrum seminars, debates and
conferences and become more savvy
in its celebration. They have commis-
sioned an artistic calendar portraying
world-renowned economists through
sketches. The calendar has been 
illustrated by acclaimed artist Sanjay
Bhattacharya, who put aside his usual
surrealist style to depict realistic
images of each economist featured.
With a special note from chief 
economic advisor Kaushik Basu and 
a tributary letter to Kautilya’s Artha
Shastra, the calendar is a representa-
tion of the origins and development of
economics as we know it.

■ Nobel laureate Amartya Sen features
in this Ministry of Finance calendar

THE ARTISTS IN RESIDENCE
An artists’ residency is an interesting
medium of further honing artistic
skills. It provides a platform for artists
to share their vision, ideas, practices
and the curatorial framework. To fur-
ther the creative collaboration of two
historically connected countries, Art
Mall presents Cross Over, an Indo-
Bangladesh artists’ residency curated
by Dhaka-based artist and writer
Mustafa Zaman and Delhi-based arts
consultants and writers Sushma K
Bahl and Archana B Sapra. The pro-
gramme was held in two phases,
where the resulting work reflects the
borderless terrain of today’s net-
worked world. Jan 21-28, IIC, 24619431 ■ Gandhi by Bangladesh artist Shahabuddin

■ Best of Dutch jazz and Carnatic music

Fragile, handle with care

‘Slipping through the cracks’ brings
together a group of 11 artists to
examine what we call ‘leakage and
loss’ in both the virtual and the real
worlds. ‘Are there any cracks or rup-
tures in the political, social or gender
fabric of our society?’ The artists
also try to investigate whether these
spaces and interstices within the
cracks can in turn form sites of
resistance or offer possibilities of
generating new meaning. This
Meera-Menezes-curated exhibition
traverses spaces within spaces.
Baptist Coelho, Hemali Bhuta,
Shreyas Kalre are among the artists
whose works are displayed at this

month-long show.
January 22-February 22, Latitude 28,
F-208, Old MB Road, Lado Sarai, call
46791111 for further details

THROUGH A CRACKED GLASS

Dutch jazz

I n this cold foggy January, what
better than a cup of steaming tea
and that too with therapeutic ele-

ments added to it? Belgium-based
tea expert Neetu Sarin will host a
tea-brewing and tasting workshop
which brings together the best tea
from Europe and Asia. On the menu
are a range of flavours such as ‘body
and soul’ (Sencha green tea with a
twist of lemon and ginger), ‘La Vie en
Rose’ (with a rose petal aroma),
‘Casablanca nights’ (with Moroccon

mint... Jan 22, Cafeartaria, Gallery Art
Positive, F-213, Lado Sarai, 41602545

What’s brewing here?

■ Artist Hemi Bawa’s Flower Woman

Art as
enigma

■ Remind The Forgotten by Baptist Coelho

■ Warm up at this tea-tasting session

alsoplaying

Head for an evening of classical
fusion with the Spinifex Orche-
stra from Netherlands and

Suma Sudhindra’s veena ensemble.
Sudhindra is the foremost exponent
of the veena in her generation of
musicians, with her range of work
extending from scholarly to perform-
ances of immaculate skill and cre-
ative counters. The Amsterdam-
based nine-man Spinifex Orchestra
showcases a variety of sounds includ-
ing heavy metal, charming solos,
rock and R&B. Jan 22, IIC, 24619431

E-WAY Traditional
handicrafts with a
twist? Using junk
and waste, these
Delhi-based 
entrepreneurs are
retailing their 
creativity on the Net
Samar Khurshid
■ samar.khurshid@hindustantimes.com

D
elhi has traditionally been
seen as more classic in its
taste, compared to say
Mumbai, which is seen as
funkier, but now small
entrepreneurs are shaking

things up. Using the online medium, they
are giving a twist to traditional handi-
crafts available at places like Dilli Haat. 

Small brands are redefining tradition
with off-beat products. Kirin Vas, 23,
who sells handmade earrings under the
banner Funkanatomy uses junk — bot-
tle caps to old colonial coins — every-
day things to make unusual and unique
jewellery. These niche products are mak-
ing their way into the marketplace via
the Internet. Rishma Lath, 23, set up
Crazy Palette to take her passion for
fashion up another notch. Her embroi-
dered cushions and hand-painted sneak-
ers are popular among younger buyers.
“There’s a growing demand for out-of-
the-box ideas and products versus the
typical branded ones,” she says.

Some brands have taken to this trend
recently. Haathi Chaap, set up by
Mahima Mehra in 2004, started online
sales last year. As the name suggests,
raw material is sourced from elephants
— their dung, to be precise. Mehra, look-
ing for commercially viable options for
recycling, decided to make paper from
elephant and camel dung. Now, they
make everything from books and clocks
to paper bags and decorative hangings.
Mind you, they don’t smell of dung and
have the same texture as recycled paper.

Others, while using ordinary goods
have given them new avatars. Swati Seth,
33, owner of The Color Caravan prides
herself in selling age-old handicrafts in
new-age forms. Her catalogue includes
tea kettles and recycled alcohol bottles
painted in minute detail with pattachi-
tra and madhubaniart forms. Other prod-
ucts include skirts printed with hand-
block paints, hand-painted coasters, trays
and little figurines of Ganesha in differ-
ent poses. 

Another recent brand is Tungs10,
owned by Kani and Kunal Raheja. Their
products combine east and west to cre-
ate an experimental look. Painted with
objects and locations from India and the
West, their lifestyle range is quirky and
fashionable. The line includes salt and
pepper shakers, toothpick holders, can-
dle holders, coasters and cushions.

The Internet has emerged as a mar-
ketplace where these entrepreneurs deal-
ing in off-beat novelties can sell their
wares. With the mall and bazaar expe-
rience in a web browser window, these
funky products are just a push of a but-
ton away.

OOH-LA-LA
IDEAS ONLINE
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TUNGS10
USP: Quirky range of apparel, accessories and lifestyle
products
Price: R400-1100
Materials used: Wooden products, hand paints
Contact: donivdesignco@gmail.com,
tungs10.wordpress.com

customised
tealight holders

candle-stands with
‘east-west motifs’

hand painted coasters

FUNKANATOMY
USP: Hand-made imitation jewellery, specialising in 
earrings
Price: R70-250 (Free shipping in Delhi and NCR, R50 for
shipping across the country)
Materials used: Bottle caps, keyboard tiles, antique
coins, aluminium can caps, metal, glass, resin, stone
Contact: kirin@funkanatomy.com,
www.funkanatomy.com

THE COLOR CARAVAN
USP: Age-old handicrafts in new-age form
Price: - R1000-3000 
Materials used: Recycled alcohol bottles, coasters, trays,
magnets, colours extracted from rocks and seashells
Contact: swati.seth@thecolorcaravan.com, 
www.thecolorcaravan.com

HAATHI CHAAP
USP: Eco-friendly hand-made products
Price: R50-600 
Materials used: Paper made from 
elephant and camel dung, Waste materials
such as waste cloth and wood
Contact:
pooper@elephantpoopaper.com, 
www.elephantpoopaper.com

CRAZY PALETTE
USP: Customised hand-painted clothes and accessories
Price: Kids bags and shoes: R400-800,
clutches/totes: R900-1500, cushion covers:
R2500, T-shirts and shoes: R700 onwards
Materials used: Pure fabrics, paint and
embroidery
Contact: www.crazypalette.in,
www.facebook.com/crazypalette

earrings from
ancient coins

embroidered
hand-bags

bottles with 
pattachitra artwork

terracotta
Ganesha pots

hand crafted
wall-hangings

hand painted trays

our pick of the funkiest hand-made products

hand painted
shoes

recycled paper
clocks

customised writing pads

DIFFERENT STROKES


