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CJI welcomes
judges’ assets Bill
CHENNAI:Welcoming the
introduction of the Judges
Assets Bill in Parliament,
Chief Justice of India K.G.
Balakrishnan said that fail-
ure to declare or any “false
declaration” by judges of
their assets under the pro-
posed law “will be pre-
sumed as misconduct”.
Such “misconduct” would
be viewed as a “ground” to
remove judges, he said.

Rajasthan signs tiger
pact with Centre
SARISKA:Rajasthan became
the first state in the coun-
try to sign a tripartite agr-
eement with the Centre,
promising accountability
and adequate utilisation of
funds in its two tiger
reserves of Sariska and
Ranthambore. The Centre
will now release Rs 30
crore to the two reserves.

6 more swine flu
cases in Pune
PUNE:Six fresh cases of
swine flu were reported in
Pune on Saturday with
total number of patients
going up to 42, highest in
the country.

Tripura CPM sweeps
municipal polls
KOLKATA:The CPI(M)-led
Left Front government in
Tripura has won all the
eight zilla parishads, all 23
panchayat samitis and
established control over
415 out of 511 gram pan-
chayats. Except for
Gaurnagar in the south
where the Congress-
Trinamool combine cap-
tured 10 out of 12 seats, the
Left went for a sweep in
the rest of Tripura.

Guv-designate of
Gujarat hospitalised
AHMEDABAD:Senior Congre-
ss leader Devendra Nath
Dwivedi, who was to take
oath as governor of
Gujarat on Sunday, has
been hospitalised for treat-
ment of a liver ailment.
His condition is said to be
critical but stable.

Muthalik held for
hate speech
MYSORE:Sri Rama Sene
chief Pramod Muthalik
was arrested in Belgaum
on Friday night for alleged-
ly making an inflammatory
speech here last month.

TOONING IN JAYANTO

Hurrah!

■ Women cadets of the Border Security Force’s first batch
jubilate at the passing out parade at the Subsidiary
Training Centre in Kharkan, 10 km from Hoshiarpur.
As many as 640 women were selected out of 8,500
applicants. They will be deployed at border outposts to
search and frisk women along the international border
with Pakistan. PTI PHOTO
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NEW DELHI: Air India, ailing on
the back of a deepening liquid-
ity crisis and poor passenger
load, is expected to receive a
life-saving dose from the gov-
ernmentbynextmonth,but the
bailout will require the airline
tomake several harddecisions.
A committee headed by

Cabinet Secretary K.M.
Chandrasekhar on Saturday
discussed options including a
financial package throughamix
of debt and equity to help the
airline stay afloat.

“It has requested the finance
ministry to critically examine
the extent of assistance to be
given to National Aviation
Company of India Limited
(NACIL operates Air India),”
an official statement said.
Separately, the petroleum

ministry has been requested to
allow AI to purchase jet fuel
from government-owned oil
firmswithacredit limit of three
months.
“It is a welcome step,” AI

CMD Arvind Jadhav told HT.
But any financial assistance

from the government would
have to bematched by an agg-
ressive cost reduction andbet-
ter revenue, said a government
official tracking the matter.
The official, whodidn’twant

to be named, said the govern-
ment is mindful of a possible
backlash to using taxpayers’
money to revive an airline that
has piled up Rs 7,200 crore in
lossesdue topoormanagement.
NACILwas formedbymerg-

ing AI and domestic carrier
IndianAirlines in 2007.With a
fleet size of 148 aircraft and
31,000 employees, the airline
has an unusually high employ-
ee-aircraft ratio of 209:1 against
the industry average of 150:1.
The airline has been asked

to immediately appoint a cost
auditor tomonitor, review and
ensure that cost reduction and
operational efficiencies are
effected.
SBICapswasengagedby the

airline to present a restructur-
ingplan. It has suggestedabout
eight options that include tough
options involving reduction in
the wage bill by a revised for-
mulationofperquisitesandper-
formance bonuses.

AI bailout could
come with some pain

■ Air India’s accumulated losses
stand at Rs 7,200 crore
■ Outstanding debt has soared
to Rs 15,000 cr compared to an
annual revenue of Rs 14,000 cr
■ Market share dipped to about
17% from 38.7% in 2005

BITTER PILL:
■ The airline plans to cut of
performance bonus resulting in
saving of Rs 3,500 crore
■ Rental costs to be cut down
drastically
■ Expensive rented premises
across the world being vacated
for cheaper options
■ Reservation office in Delhi
shifted from plush Connaught
Place to Safdurjung Airport.
This will save the airline Rs 5
crore annually
■ Plans afoot to leverage its
own properties to generate
additional revenues
■ It has already announced
plans to slash staff costs by
more than 15 per cent from its
current Rs 3,000 crore annual
wage bill

MAHARAJA’S HEALTH
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NEWDELHI: Technological
giant and Microsoft founder
Bill Gates became the first
business leader of the world
on Saturday to receive the
Indira Gandhi Prize for
Peace, Disarmament and
Development for 2007.
The award, comprising

cash money of Rs 25 lakh, is
recognition to the work done
by Gates’ foundation in fight-
ing poverty and illness, espe-
cially HIV-AIDS, in India
and other countries.
Gates is the 22nd recipient

of the award, instituted in
1986. He received the award
from President Pratibha
Patil on behalf of the Bill and

Melinda Gates Foundation at
Rashtrapati Bhawan.
“When a technological

giant like Bill Gates joins the
cause of changing the lives

of people through philan-
thropy, we have reasons to
be optimistic,” Patil said.
Prime Minister

Manmohan Singh, present at

the function, said, “The foun-
dation is an inspiration for
business leaders around the
world.”
The foundation had com-

mitted nearly $1 billion for
health and development
projects in India. Most of the
money has gone to prevent
AIDS and eradicate polio.
“Yours is an example that

we in India ought to emu-
late,” said Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi, referring
to Gates’ initiative.
In his speech, Gates said

India has two advantages
that can trigger major
breakthroughs in health sec-
tor. “First, the proven ability
to innovate. Second, a keen
appreciation for the urgency
of the situation.”

FOR A H EA LT H Y I N D I A

■ Bill Gates (R) receives the Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace,
Disarmament and Development from President Pratibha Patil
as PM Manmohan Singh looks on. ARVIND YADAV / HT PHOTO

Indira peace prize for Gates foundation
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Arihant (nuclear) Kilo class Ohio class

16 diesel-electric submarines of Russian and
German origin, which are 25-40 years old

Inducted: 1986
Vintage: Early 1970s
Crew: 52
Range: 9,000 km
Weapons: Cruise missiles,
torpedoes, anti-ship missiles,
mines
Speed: 17 knots (31.5 kmph)
� Silent as a grave but runs
the risk of detection when
they come to periscope depth
to recharge their batteries.

Inducted: 1986
Vintage: Early1970s
Crew: 40
Range: 9,000 km
Weapons: Torpedoes and
mines
Speed: 20 knots (37 kmph)
� Silent as a grave but runs the
risk of detection when they
come to periscope depth to
recharge their batteries. Two
of these were built in India.
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Only five nations
operate nuclear-
powered submarines.
With around 70 such
vessels, the US Navy
has more than half the
world’s nuclear
submarines.
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India will induct three of
these subs over six years

Forms a major part of India’s
current fleet

World’s largest sub, in service
with the US Navy
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A new undersea destroyer

� Nuclear-powered ballistic missile
submarines provide nuclear strike
and counter-strike capability.
Arihant falls in this category.

� Nuclear-powered attack sub-
marines pursue and attack enemy
submarines, surface ships using
torpedoes and land-based targets
using cruise missiles.
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52 155

How Arihant stacks up against other subs

ONGOING
PROJECTS

2

Arihant, literally, destroyer of
enemies, is likely to be com-
missioned by 2011, and will
form a crucial leg of India’s
nuclear triad. India can deliver
nuclear weapons using war-
planes and land-launched mis-
siles. Arihant will provide India
with stronger strategic deter-

rence. It will allow India to
rapidly launch retaliatory
strikes against nuclear
attacks. Two more Arihant-
class vessels will be inducted
before 2015. Arihant is based
on the design of the Russian
Charlie-1 submarine, which is
of 1980s vintage.

Akula-2: The navy will get
its first nuclear attack sub-
marine, an Akula-2 class ves-
sel, on a 10-year lease from
Russia by the end of this year.

Scorpene: Six French electric-
diesel submarines are being
built at Mazagon Docks. The first
will roll out by 2012 and the
entire fleet by 2018.
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At 5 km above
the sea, another
booster kicks in.
The missile can
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700 km away
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Launched by
underwater
boosterMissiles are

fired from
100 m below
the sea

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s wife Gursharan Kaur will launch
India’s first nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine, Arihant, in
Vishakhapatnam on the east coast on July 26 — the 10th anniversary
of the Kargil war

How ballistic
missiles are
launched
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Pod for towed
array sonar
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India’s first nuclear sub
sunday
special L A U N C H T O D A Y

1970: Indira Gandhi
asks BARC and DRDO
teams to build a
nuclear submarine.
1976: Raja Ramanna
and BARC scientists
come up with nuclear
submarine reactor
design but make no

headway on project.
1983: India signs deal
to lease nuclear sub-
marine from Russia.
Launches ATV project.
1987: India acquires
Charlie-I class subma-
rine from Soviet Union
on three-year lease.

1998: Hull of ATV laid
down, L&T begins
construction.
2007: Reactor fused
into the hull.
2009: Arihant
launched. Two more in
the same class to
follow.

Inducted: 1968
Vintage: 1960s
Crew: 60
Range: 9,000 km
Weapons: Torpedoes
Speed: 15 knots (27 kmph)
� Silent as a grave but runs
the risk of detection when they
come to periscope depth to
recharge their batteries. This
submarine is at the end of its
operational life.

TEXT: RAHUL SINGH / GRAPHIC: SANJAY KAPOOR

N-powered submarines are of two types

HT Correspondents
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MUMBAI: Four persons were
arrested on Friday night in
Mumbai for allegedly raping
and threatening a 13-year-old
girl. The incident had taken
place last Sunday (July 19) in
thewestern suburbofAndheri.
The four — three of whom

areactivistsof theMaharashtra
NavnirmanSena—were pro-
duced in a court on Saturday,
which sent them to three-day
police custody.
Theaccusedhavebeen iden-

tified as Ganesh Bhatkal,
GaneshKale,NarendraSolunke
andUmeshBorade—all in the
age group of 21 to 28. Bhatkal,
Kale andSolunke are activists
of theRajThackeray-ledMNS.
Party hoardings in the area,
policesaid,alsohadtheirnames.
Theyaddedthat thegirl, hail-

ing from Nepal, worked as a
housemaid with a family in
Andheri’s industrial develop-
ment area. Shewasonherway
to work with her 16-year-old
sisteronSunday,whenanIndica
pulledupbehind themand four
men dragged the girls in.
They were then taken to a

municipal garden in nearby
Lok Bharti area, just a few
metres from their house. The
elder sister managed to flee
but the 13-year-oldwasalleged-
ly taken inside thewatchman’s
cabin.BhatkalandKalealleged-
ly raped her there and threat-
ened to kill her if she com-
plained.
Police said Solunke and

Borade had helped Kale and
Bhatkal abduct the girls.
Talking about the girl’s fam-

ily, senior police inspector of
MIDC(Maharashtra Industrial
Development Corporation)
police station Pradeep
Suryawanshi said she has five
sisters — the eldest two are

married and live in Nepal.
The family has been living
inMumbai for thepast 10years.
Their father had died five
years ago.
“On Friday, the girl’s moth-

er approached us and lodged
a complaint against the four.
Later that night we arrested
them from their house in the
Lok-Bharti area,” said
Suryavanshi.
“We have sent the accused

formedical tests and arewait-
ing for thegirl’smedical report.
Bhatkal and Kale are booked
for rape, while all four are
booked for threateningandkid-
napping the girls.”

4held for
Mumbai
teen’s rape
THREE ACCUSED are from
the Raj Thackeray-led MNS

We know the
culprits: Mom
The mother of the 13-
year-old victim said she
knew the accused as they
lived in the same locality.
“My daughter used to

work in a house near
their chawl. She stayed
there and came home
only when there was less
work. On Friday when
she came home, I saw
marks on her body
while she was changing,”
she said.
“At first, I thought her

employers had beat her
but when I kept asking,
she told me what had
happened. I immediately
lodged a complaint with
the police,” the mother
added.
“She did not say a word

to me but seemed scared
while leaving the house
for work,” said the vic-
tim’s 17-year-old sister.

HTC, MUMBAI
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nation)( We have nothing to do with Pakistan’s internal
problems, why should we get involved?
P. C H I DAMBARAM , on the inclusion of Balochistan
in the Indo-Pak joint statement

quotemartial

from our blogs

Back to Kargil
India salutes the heroes of
Kargil war at the memorial
galleryunveiled inDrass today
to mark the victory. Log on
towww.hindustantimes.com
toknowhowthewarchanged
India and see pictures in the
Special Coverage...

Download Central
If you're ready to
experiment with new music,
then listen to an early,
undiscovered band called
Sonic Youth. Sanjoy
Narayan, Editor-in-Chief,
recommends their latest
album 'The Eternal' in his
column. Catch it online!
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VARGHESE K GEORGE
TO THE POINT An American
airline insisted that former
president A P J Abdul Kalam...

NEHA DARA
FOOTLOOSE Sometimes the
most quiet and unassuming
people do the most amazing
things...


