. 2004
VOTE SEATS
SRARE 22.2% WoN_ 198
BJP-led coalition takes severe drubbing,
as its ‘India Shining’ wilts in front of
Y Congress’ aam admi plank.

1996

VOTE SEATS
sinre 20.3% won- 161
BJP becomes single-largest

party, forms government that

fails to muster enough
support, lasts for only 13 days.

shane 20.8% won: 120
Congress returns in 1991, but BJP gains

on the back of anti-Mandal agitation and
the Ram temple stir.

The curve line is based on
BJP’s vote share

Source: Election Commission of India

VOTE

sHARE 20. 0%
SEATS

WON 1 82

Best show. BJP forms a
coalition government with

Atal Bihari Vajpayee as
Prime Minister.

MAIN
PLAYERS

VOTE SEATS
singe 1.4 Won- 66
A tacit seat-sharing pact with
Janata Dal sees BJP’s tally

surge in elections that saw

ouster of Congress
government

1984

VOTE EATS
share /.4 WON
First elections for BJP -
formed in 1980 by erstwhile
Bharatiya Jan Sangh
members. Congress sweeps

‘

Rajnath Singh
BJP chief since January 2006,
Singh (58) wants an alternative
post ensured before stepping down.
After a turbulent tenure, he finds
his luck running out.

polls, following assasination A,run Ja'tley o Murli Manohar Joshi

of Indira Gandhi. Jaitley (56) will have to bide his Not too pleased that the RSS wants
time as Leader of Opposition in new faces, Joshi (75) who served

‘ Rajya Sabha. His favourite one- as party chief in 1990-92, wants to

liner: *if you do nothing, youwon't  prove himself again as Leader of
be criticised for anything. Opposition in Lok Sabha.

2009
\Slﬂ-ll-\%E18.8%
R 116

bickering follows
poll debacle

1999 . 23 8+ 3182

Elections are held after a key coalition partner pulls
out, Vajpayee returns to rule for a full term

N

L.K. Advani

Approaching 82, he holds the key
to smooth succession after party
chief Rajnath Singh’s term ends.
But he is still undecided on step-
ping down as Leader of Opposition.

Sushma Swaraj

As Advani’s deputy in Lok Sabha,
Swaraj (57) looks forward to
becoming Leader of Opposition, as
she knows she cannot get the top
party job.

Venkaiah Naidu

Naidu (59) hopes to be a consen-
sus candidate for the top job. He
was party chief in 2002-04, but
was forced out as Advani took con-
trol after the 2004 poll debacle.
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