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STUDENT’S DEATH
IGNITES VALLEY
SRINAGAR: The killing of a
26-year-old student, alleg-
edly by the army, triggered
massive protests in
Kupwara district. The
army denied the accusa-
tion. After the Shopian
incident — where a girl
and a woman were
allegedly raped and mur-
dered — Saturday’s killing
has posed another chal-
lenge for Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah, who has
promised zero-tolerance to
human rights abuses.

No toxic waste on US
ship: Central team
NEW DELHI: The central
probe team, which inspec-
ted US ship Platinum-II
anchored at the Alang
shipyard in Gujarat, has
given a clean chit to it,
saying there were no toxic
materials on board.

4 medicos arrested
in ragging case
COIMBATORE: Four medical
students have been arrest-
ed for allegedly ragging 14
second-year students at
the Coimbatore Medical
College Hospital’s hostel.

Court adjourns
Bofors case
NEW DELHI: A Delhi court
adjourned its order on the
objections raised by a
lawyer on CBI’s withdraw-
al of the two-decade-old
Bofors pay-off case against
Italian businessman
Ottavio Quattrocchi.

President dissolves
Jharkhand House
NEW DELHI: President
Pratibha Patil approved
dissolution of Jharkhand
assembly with effect from
November 1. The cabinet
had on Thursday approved
the dissolution of the
81-member House.

Pak troops open fire,
2 jawans injured
RANCHI: Pakistani troops
opened fire on a forward
post in Poonch district of
Jammu & Kashmir, injur-
ing two Indian soldiers.
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W H O ’ L L B E C M ?

Deshmukh creates
obstacles for Chavan
Dharmendra Jore
■ dharmendra.jore@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: As the meeting of the
newly-electedCongressMLAs
in Maharashtra got over on
Saturday, it became clear that
Chief Minister Ashok Chavan
would not get the chair easily.
His predecessor and Union

Heavy Industries Minister
Vilasrao Deshmukh continued
to fight bymanaging to get sup-
port of a section of legislators.
Other aspirants,NarayanRane
and Patangrao Kadam, too,
refused to support Chavan.
As the central observers fin-

ishedmeeting individualMLAs,
it emerged that therewas some
opposition to Chavan though
he hadmanaged to get support
of majority of the newly-elect-
ed legislators.
“When we insisted, the

MLAs gave their preferences
in private to us. We will not
make the names public,”
DefenceMinister andCongress
in-charge ofMaharashtraA.K.
Antony said.
Digvijay Singh, another

observer and Congress gener-
al secretary, said the new chief
minister’s name was likely to
be announced on Saturday
night. “Youwill know the name
by tonight after we consult
Sonia Gandhi,” he said.
Some Maharashtra leaders

are in New Delhi to meet the
Congress president.
On Saturday, the three

Central observers — Antony,
Singh andK. RehmanKhan—
met the 82 legislators at the
Vidhan Bhavan.
Sources close to Chavan

claimedmostMLAs preferred
the current CM, while the
Deshmukh camp insisted that
themajority supported the two-

time CM.
Officially, the Congress

Legislative Party passed a res-
olution giving all rights to
Gandhi to choose their leader.
Sensing that Chavan was a

favourite, theDeshmukh camp
kept insisting that the Chief
Minister should have twoqual-
ities: To be able to rein in the
NCP and be strong enough to
tackle Raj Thackeray’s
MaharashtraNavnirmanSena.
They also put emphasis on
Deshmukh’s experience of run-
ning coalition governments in
his two terms.
Chavan supporters respond-

ed saying that the state need-
ed a new face to avoid a fatigue
factor since Deshmukh was
chief minister for eight years.
Meanwhile, Chavan got 16

Independents to support his
candidature. These MLAs
include many Congress and
some Shiv Sena rebels.

HOODA AHEAD IN CM’S
RACE INHARYANA
NEW DELHI: Though Bhupinder
Singh Hooda remained a fron-
trunner, the path to his contin-
uation asHaryana chiefminis-
ter is proving to be tricky —
and even slippery — with the
leadership issue wide open
Ending a day of hectic con-

sultations, Congress leaders
Mohsina Kidwai, Prithviraj
Chavan and B.K. Hari Prasad
went to apprise Gandhi about
their discussions with individ-
ual MPs from the state and
other state leaders.
The trio conferred with the

Haryana leaders in a bid to
evolveaconsensusonthechoice
of the CM.
Theconsultations cameeven

though theCongress legislature
party inHaryana had passed a
one-line resolution leaving the
choice of the chief minister to
the Congress president.

DORJEE KHANDU IS ARUNACHAL CHIEF MINISTER

■ Dorjee Khandu, who steered
the Congress to a two-third
majority in the assembly polls in
Arunchal Pradesh, staked claim

to form the government on
Saturday evening and would be
sworn in as CM on Sunday.
■ Khandu, 54, whose name was
cleared as the Congress legisla-
tive party (CLP) leader by party
chief Sonia Gandhi, met the
Governor to stake claim.
■ He alone would be sworn in on
Sunday, Raj Bhavan sources said.
■ Earlier in the morning, all the
42 newly elected legislators
attended the CLP meeting where
central observers V.
Narayansami and Luizinho
Faleiro were present.
■ Khandu’s name as the CLP
leader, however, was not
announced till evening.

)
quotemartial

( Silence is my only strength... I will
not say anything.
P. D . D I N A K ARAN
Karnataka High Court Chief Justice, on allegations of land grabbing

tooningin JAYANTO

■ Under Dorjee Khandu, the
Congress won 42 of 60
Arunachal seats.

from our blogs

Clash of the Titans
Liverpool meets EPL
ChampionsManchesterUnited
in one of the most anticipated
clash of the season on Sunday.
While Liverpoolwouldwant to
revive their recent poor form
with a big win, the red devils
wouldn’t want to lose to their
greatest rivals. Log on to pre-
dict your scorewhile following
the match..
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V I NOD NA I R
TAILOR TALK
It is impor-
tant for
Indian
designers to
have their
own style.

VARGHESE K GEORGE
TO THE
POINT
In Haryana,
divided
opposition
put up a
challenge to
Congress.

NEHA DARA
FOOTLOOSE
The story of a
wooden log
with more per-
sonality than
most people.

Attention Fashionistas!!!
Wills Lifestyle India Fashion
Week, one of the most spec-
tacularFashioneventshaskicked
off in the capital. Bollywood’s
sexy sirens and hot bods dis-
play wares of gifted designers.
Browse throughexclusivephoto
galleries, videos and catch the
latest buzz and trends on
hindustantimes.com.

Saffron slide

Arun Jaitley
Jaitley (56) will have to bide his
time as Leader of Opposition in
Rajya Sabha. His favourite one-
liner: “if you do nothing, you won’t
be criticised for anything.”

Murli Manohar Joshi
Not too pleased that the RSS wants
new faces, Joshi (75) who served
as party chief in 1990-92, wants to
prove himself again as Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha.

Sushma Swaraj
As Advani’s deputy in Lok Sabha,
Swaraj (57) looks forward to
becoming Leader of Opposition, as
she knows she cannot get the top
party job.

Rajnath Singh
BJP chief since January 2006,
Singh (58) wants an alternative
post ensured before stepping down.
After a turbulent tenure, he finds
his luck running out.

L.K. Advani
Approaching 82, he holds the key
to smooth succession after party
chief Rajnath Singh’s term ends.
But he is still undecided on step-
ping down as Leader of Opposition.

Shekhar Iyer
■ siyer@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The photograph is
eerie— a small aircraft illumi-
nated by car headlights on a
dark tarmac.
The place is Maoist-domi-

nated Dumka, about 300 km
north of Jharkhand capital
Ranchi. The date was October
19, threedaysbeforepoll results
from Maharashtra, Haryana
and Arunachal came in.
ThepassengerwasBharatiya

Janata Party chief Rajnath
Singh,who allegedly forced the
pilot to take off from an unlit
airstrip. The photograph amu-
sed Singh’s friends and foes
alike.
A senior BJP leader chuck-

led: “Was Rajnath trying to do
what hehas alreadydone to the
party— taking off in the dark-
ness to crash land nowhere?”
The assembly poll results in

the three states on October 22
showed nothing has apparent-
ly improved six months after
the parliamentary elections.
Political commentatorJyotir-

may Sharma, who teaches pol-
itics at the University of Hyd-
erabad, said the BJP did well
earlier because of the momen-
tum of the Ram temple stir.
“Like allmovements, it petered
out after sometime. Today, the

voter is making stark choices.
What has the BJP to offer?”
But why no one is willing to

or even thinking of trying to
stop the slide?Andwhyhas the
RashtriyaSwayamsevakSangh
(RSS),whichbynowdidat least
three autopsies on theBJP, not
come out yet with a solution?
Sharma said, “It is like try-

ing tograftmangoonanorange
tree. The party is wearing the
ideological clothes of the RSS,
which does not want to get
directly involved in politics and
does not have an appeal any-
more.”
On top of it, there are spec-

ulations overL.K.Advani’s role.
Is he only interested in the tim-
ing of his exit and have a say in
the choice of the next BJP
chief? Or will Advani merely
endorse who ever the RSS
chooses in exchange?
But the first thing that

crossedsomeBJP leaders’mind
was that after theMaharashtra

results, it would now be diffi-
cult for theRSStoplace itsblue-
eyed boy, Nitin Gadkari, as
Rajnath’s successor.
“You can’t install amanwho

failed inMaharashtra to run the
BJP nationally,” remarked a
party leader.
Also, it has becomeclear that

theBJP failed to read themood
of the people and avoid splits
in Opposition votes both in the
parliamentary and assembly
polls. “I don’t even think we
have yet figured out how to
combat a younger Congress
under a hard working Rahul
Gandhi,” said a young BJP
leader.
Between theLokSabhapolls

in 2004 and 2009, the party’s
vote share went down 3.4 per-
centage points to touch 18 per
cent. It lost substantial ground
in urban areas, failed to win a
single seat inMumbai andDelhi
andhelplesslywatched its base
eroding away in Lucknow,
Bhopal, Indore, Panaji, Chandi-
garh, Raipur and Pune.
Some analysts believe that

the way forward is to split and
comeclear on issues likeHindu
Rashtra, conversions, econom-
ic liberalisation and Pakistan.
“Noparty has survivedwithout
splitting after internal differ-
enceson ideology,”Sharmasaid.
But voices within the BJP

calling formoderationand junk-
ing aggressive Hindutva are
more muted than ever before.
For, no one dares to antagonise
the RSS now.

Venkaiah Naidu
Naidu (59) hopes to be a consen-
sus candidate for the top job. He
was party chief in 2002-04, but
was forced out as Advani took con-
trol after the 2004 poll debacle.
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special

AFTER THE defeat in three state polls, BJP
is more disillusioned than ever about its future
and, of course, its leaders. But why is no one
coming forward to stop the slide?

Mohan Bhagwat
RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat (59)
believes changing top leadership is
not the answer. And he’s not willing
to be seen as controlling the party.

1984
First elections for BJP —
formed in 1980 by erstwhile
Bharatiya Jan Sangh
members. Congress sweeps
polls, following assasination
of Indira Gandhi.

SEATS
WON 27.4%VOTE

SHARE

1989
A tacit seat-sharing pact with
Janata Dal sees BJP’s tally
surge in elections that saw
ouster of Congress
government

SEATS
WON 8611.4%VOTE

SHARE

1998

Best show. BJP forms a
coalition government with
Atal Bihari Vajpayee as
Prime Minister.

The curve line is based on
BJP’s vote share

Source: Election Commission of India

SEATS
WON 182

25.6%VOTE
SHARE

1996
BJP becomes single-largest
party, forms government that
fails to muster enough
support, lasts for only 13 days.

SEATS
WON 16120.3%VOTE

SHARE

1991

Congress returns in 1991, but BJP gains
on the back of anti-Mandal agitation and
the Ram temple stir.

SEATS
WON 12020.8%VOTE

SHARE

2004

BJP-led coalition takes severe drubbing,
as its ‘India Shining’ wilts in front of
Congress’ aam admi plank.

SEATS
WON 13822.2%VOTE

SHARE

2009

Slide continues,
bickering follows

poll debacle

SEATS
WON 116

18.8%VOTE
SHARE

1999
Elections are held after a key coalition partner pulls
out, Vajpayee returns to rule for a full term

SEATS
WON 18223.8%VOTE

SHARE
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